
DISCOVER THE IMPACT 
OF VISION IMPAIRMENT



AN ESTIMATED 2.5 billion people
AROUND THE WORLD SUFFER FROM VISION  
PROBLEMS THAT ARE LEFT UNCORRECTED



The Vision Impact Institute is a non-profit organization focused on raising awareness about the 
importance of healthy vision, including the socio-economic impact of Uncorrected Refractive 
Errors (URE) and quality of life benefits of visual correction.

O U R  S T R AT E G Y

O U R  M I S S I O N

To actively give vision a voice by identifying and communicating evidence and data to stakeholders in 
order to mobilize a world-wide advocacy movement on visual impairment.

To offer a unique database of global peer reviewed studies that solidify evidence on the need for 
visual correction and overall visual health.

To engage key opinion leaders worldwide by participating in optical, healthcare and government 
conventions and fostering a collaborative approach to improve overall visual health.

To advocate for action and position good visual health as a priority to improve the lives of people 
around the world.



UNCORRECTED 
IMPAIRED VISION 
IS THE MOST 
WIDESPREAD, 
UNADDRESSED 
DISABILITY, YET 
80%  OF ALL VISUAL 
IMPAIRMENT IS 
CORRECTABLE. 1
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Over  

1 billion  
people worldwide 
have presbyopia,  
and  50% of them 
are uncorrected. 2

30% of the 
world’s children 
experience vision 
problems that 
have a significant 
impact on their 
long-term health, 
school performance, 
emotional and social 
development. 6

The total economic 
cost of myopia in 
adults over 40 years 
old in Singapore 
is estimated to be 
approximately 

$755 million 
per year. 3

In a study of working 
men and women 
in India, wearing 
reading glasses was 
found to increase 
productivity by 

34%  
and workers’ income 
by

 20%.
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Refractive error 
costs the United 
States over  
$16.1 billion 
annually. 5

The loss in 
economic 
productivity 
worldwide 
as a result of 
uncorrected 
refractive errors 
in workers is 
estimated at $272 
billion a year. 
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288 million 
people will be 
affected by  
age-related macular 
degeneration  
by 2040. 4

In 2012, the total 
cost of road 
accidents in the 
United Kingdom, 
caused by drivers 
with poor vision 
was estimated to be 
more than  

$55 million.
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
•   Share resources (studies, data) with the community
•   Participate in discussions on Twitter(@VisionCost) and LinkedIn
•   Comment on papers and blogs on our website

STAY CONNECTED WITH VISION IMPACT INSTITUTE
•   Receive new articles directly in your inbox
•   Be informed when new research is posted
•   Download infographics
•   Subscribe at www.visionimpactinstitute.org

HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOU?
•   Do you have opinions or information you would like to discuss with us?
•   �Do you have research needs that our reports can support or do you require  

new research?
•   Do you need help giving vision a voice in your community or organization?

J O I N  T H E  M O V E M E N T



A recent study suggests, if we continue treating impaired vision at the same rate, the global 
number of people needing vision correction by the year 2050 will exceed 3 billion.*



visionimpactinstitute.org
CONTACT US: communitymanager@visionimpactinstitute.org

FOLLOW US ON:  Facebook             LinkedIn             Twitter             and WeChat

This situation will not change without your help.  
Let’s work together – Giving Vision a Voice.


